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After a few life birds in and around Seattle on Friday we settled in for a good night’s sleep in preparation for an early morning departure Saturday to the lovely Lake Crescent Lodge on Lake Crescent in the heart of Olympiad National Park. Along the way stops at Discovery Bay, Dungeness Spit, and Port Angeles produced Red-necked Grebe, Pelagic Cormorant, Common Merganser, Heermann’s, California, and Glaucous-winged Gulls, Pigeon Guillemot, Rhinoceros Auklet, and Northwestern Crow. A trip up to Hurricane Ridge provided us with views of two female Blue Grouse and their chicks while we ate our lunch. Before I returned from checking the group into Lake Crescent Lodge they had located three Varied Thrushes that allowed a very close approach. An evening stroll along the lake produced our first Vaux’s Swifts, Steller’s Jay and Violet-green Swallow.

Our drive to Cape Flattery, and the cape itself was fantastic. Cape Flattery is a rock promontory jutting into the Pacific Ocean where we viewed Brandt’s and Pelagic Cormorant, Harlequin Duck, Surf and White-winged Scoter, Black Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone, Common Murre, Tufted Puffin, and Rhinoceros Auklets close enough to see their horns. Our walk back from the cape to our vehicles we found a rather large flock of Red Crossbills feeding on cones at the tops of several pines. While driving to Cape Flattery we followed the southern edge of the Strait of Juan de Fuca where we found breeding plumaged Common Loons, Bald Eagle, Mew Gull, Marbled Murrelet, Band-tailed Pigeon, and Black Swift.

Manning Provincial Park in British Columbia, Canada is a beautiful park with boreal forest where we found many interesting species and enjoyed walks around a splendid mountain lake. Three separate sightings of Spruce Grouse provided special enjoyment for all. The most interesting sighting occurred when a member separated from the group to use the restroom and located a female and four chicks. Other birds included many Black Swifts, Red-naped Sapsucker, Three-toed Woodpecker, Dusky and Pacific-slope Flycatcher, numerous Gray Jays and their noisy brethren the Clark’s Nutcracker, Mountain, Boreal, and Chestnut-backed Chickadee, families of Townsend’s warblers, Pine Grosbeak, and Cassin’s Finch.

After Manning we traveled east into the dry scrub lands of the Okanogan Valley where we found Golden Eagle, Chukar, California Quail, Gray Partridge, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Black-billed Magpie, Nashville and MacGillivray’s Warbler, Brewer’s Sparrow, and Sage Thrasher. The dry grasslands and mountains were reminiscent of West Texas.

The Westport pelagic trip provided a great finale for our 14 participants and 3 leaders, though we did have to endure thick fog. Having Black-footed Albatross, Northern Fulmar, and Sooty Shearwater resting on the water within 10 meters of the boat for about a half hour had to be the highlight of the trip. However, some may contend the highlight was Pink-footed Shearwater, or Fork-tailed Storm-petrel, or the Red-necked Phalarope, Pomarine, and Parasitic Jaeger, the many Western Gulls, or the Sabine’s Gulls. I guess each person had their own personal highlight for the pelagic trip. Mine was seeing the grace with which the Black-footed Albatross maneuvered over the rough seas.

